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orwichſtanding the Singulg- 
A at rity and Preciſeneſs, (as 

yo Some will call it) 2 
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4, upon my kent word. chat 1 am ww 
ther a Quaker, ndr a Methoarſt: no nor 
Addy old Man; but young enough to 
retain clear, ſtrong and pleafing Ideas of 
avtelicver | is truly beautiful and lovely in 
the other Sex : for whom 1 have 4 gredt 
. and for whole Service and Ben- 
A 2 fit 
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I I now write: having never been 4 


Waoman-hater; but very far from it; as 


Al who know me can teſtify, eſpecially 
Thoſe who live near my ancient Seat in 
Suſſex. Tis true indeed, I always wiſh'd 


Senſe; or rather wiſh'd they would make 
mare Uſe of that ſufficient ſhare of Ux- 
derftanding, which Nature has given 


them: for God is never wanting on his 
Part. I ſhould be glad too (for I am a 


Chriſtian) if they minded Cards leſs, and 
their Prayers more; if Reading of the 
BIBL E, and other Books of Religion took 


up at leaſt half as much of their Time, 


2 the Reading of Plays, Pamelas, No- 


els, Romances; nay. Tatlers and Se- 
'TATORS themſelves. In the main, 5 | 


objected againſt the Sweet Females; but 


in a lawful-way. lik d them daintily well. 
Nor am I zow O One of thoſe teſty o 


"Fools, who think nothing right but _ 
was in vogue when They were youn 

are perpetually quarrelling at the — 
Zion of Faſhions. Or if I were in the 
* of thoſe Moroſes, I ſhould have 
45 little 


the DEAN CAEATUR ESA little more 


60 4 
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little or _ for Chagrine pen 
That Account: the Shape, Dimenſions, and 
Colours of Cloaths, as worn both by Men 
and Women, (Which I take to be the De- 
finition of that weighty Word The Fu. 
ſion) having undergone very little change 
in my remembrance: among the Men, _ 
ſcarce any; except a broader or narrower = 
Hat; and ſome little Variation in the 
Sleeves, Skirts, and Pockets of their Coats. 

I ſpeak of the Laity : for the ſmart young 
Clergy (Many of them I mean, for tis not 
true of Al) being, you may be ſure of a 
more polite Genius, as well as of morc 
Learning, than their dull Predeceſſors, have 
innovated very much, by leaving off their 
Gowns and Caſſocks, except on Sundays, 
or ſo. In a little time, I ſuppoſe, we ſhall 

meet them in red, ' lac'd Waiſt-coats, and 

— Stockings; as we already ſee many 
of them with coc d up Hats, ruffled Shirts, 
and Coats of almoſt any colour, but black; 
and then the Canons of the Church con- 
cerning the Habit of the Clergy will, no 
doubt, be r and 4 punttually ob- 
3 
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e Tali, the hc ney "a 
ntion in my time, if not the andy cone 


ble one, is the Hoor- PANT IAT. A 
Dreſz, which even in its arvginal inſbit u- 
tian was ſufficiently abſurd; and greatly 
diſguſted che Men, however jt might pleaſe 
the Women. This, 1 chink, was in, ar a» 
bout, che Year 170. Tho I Was then 
young, I well remember Every Body thought 
this New Faſhion would be out ima Twelve 
month. at fartheſt: eſpecially conſidering 
that Isaac Bickensrary Es ef cenſo 
rious and facetious memory, expos d and 
ridicul'd it wich ſo much Wit and Hu- 
mour, that it was believd the Hair Ones 
would be ſoon laugh d out af it, heartily 
min. But We all found ourſelves 
miſtaken: the Haap Rood its ground; and 
has continued to this very Day. For man 
Years however, it was a little madſt, and 
reſtrain'd within ſome reaſonalle Compaſi, 
and ſo to a degree Zelerable. . But of late, 
| Within theſe Two Twelve · months, or there 
pod, it has ſpread itſelf to ſo enormou- 
4 Circumference, that there is no enduring 
N= eee . 


> * 
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ie any longer. Tia Now, wks Jt the 
Whole. Sau, in à manner, eſpecially the 
Younger Sort, the Miſſes, are by this gro 
digrous Carmen become a perfect pul- 

lick Nuiſunce. The very Sight of theſt 
eur ſed Huops is enough te tuen ons s Ito- 
mach. Beſides the Trouble they give t 
Others they muſt needs be extremely. in- 
convenient, and ſometimes painful i 
Theſe. who;wear. them. Many Hundreds, 
I doubt not, have got their Deaths by them. 
L paſs over the vaſt fooliſb, Hpeuce of ſa 
times more than is neceſfary, or canus- 
ment; only to cover ſuch. a H Extent 
of Canvas, or Striped Linen and Whales 

bone: which huge Extent. is in itſelf be- 
' yond meaſure ridiculous. 

For is it not ſo? That we may e 
ſome. Method upon a Subject of ſuch con- 
ſequence, and uſe * Mr. VELLUMs.ſolema 
Stile s pray let us conlider the Weaxers 
of this rode One Viewer 
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* "+ galx, As Hoops, and; vu, in 4 
Room. - e. Ys RBI WA 
Achly, you Hoop, and in a Coach, or 
char. ä 
F thly, As Hooptd; and-in a led AP 
| Jonny; particularly 4 Cburcb. 
In general; Can any thing en out 
of Nature, a groſſer Infult upon Reafon,: 
and Common Senſe, than this monſtrous 
Diſproportion between the upper and lou -· 
er part of a Noman ? lt is an old Obſer - 
vation, that Momen by their laced Bod 
| dices, or Stays, as they are now call d? 
make themſelves the Reverſe of What Na- 
ture made them. Men are bigger about 
the Cheſt, and more ſlender about — | 
than Nomen: and there is a plain Reaſon 
for it, which I need not mention. Vet the 
Females have skrew d and moulded their 
Bodies into a Shape · quite contrary. How - 
ever, I do not quarrel at This: becauſe it 
has been the Cuſtom time out of mind; 
the Alteration. is not inconvenient ; and 
| © _— 
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look; below the. lim taper Wailt; is the 
Hoop, as now worn, a Sight ſo plea- 


ching be a greater Jeſt, than to ſee a 
Girl of ſeventeen taking up the whole ſide 
of a Strect, with her hollow ftrutting Pet- 
ticoats3 like a Fellow ſeeming to la 
and ſweat: under the Lightneſs of erer. 
ſour hundred Bladders; and taking up ſq 
much room, that Every Body muſt be oh. 
lig d ro give him the Way? In like man- 
ner, Every Body muſt give way to the 
impottant Auimal, of which We ate now 
ſpeaking 3 were She not pleas d, or forced 
to turn fide-ways,. and ſo give the Crowd 
leave to paſs. Behold One of them at 
Chah (of which more in its place) af, 
ter/ having receiv d the Sacrament, (which 
byrthe Bye, conſidering her Hoop, She was 
not very: fit for) walking down the wide, 
empty, middle-Lfle, one corner of her Pet. 
hand, the ather thoſe on the leſt. But ba 
is care is will 3 What 2 Figure does ſuch 


4 Cut, ao! with Two. cumbroys, 
__ unwieldy 


Py 


ſing ? Rather, can any thing be. conceiy'd 
more ſhocking, and abominable? Can any 


('r6 
WwIldf Bur ler or "9 riſing ſores 
what orbicular, and ſo indented, om the 
top of the Hips; then ſpreading to an ex- 
Srbitant fize, as they deſcend, ſwagging 
from ſide to fide, one up, and t other don, 
Hike a Pair of Scales, peer near, but not 
quite, at an Equilibrium,” (for the CO- 
pers, who make, and fet on theſe 5 
have not as yet, it ſeems, exactly adju 
the matter) I fay, what a Eure a, and 
goes ſach'a Creature ke tt 
Thus in Cenerul: Now for thi Parti- 
nnr yo mhod ee an 
Suppoe tte Fine 150 coming into 4 
vom: the graceful Manner of doing 
ict was formerly © reckon'd no ſmall 
Part of Female Education, and good Breed- 
Ing. Firſt enters wriggling, and ſideling, 
and edging in by degrees, Two Yards and 
4 half of Hop; for ag yet you {ce no- 
thing elſt. Some time after appears the 
Inbabitant of the Garment herſelf; not 
with a füll Face, but in Profile; the Face 
being turn d to, ot from the Company, ac- 
cording as they happen to be ſituated. Next, 
in duc rime again; — Two Yardsand 
a 


* 


{ xx ) 
X half of Hoop mote. And now her hole 
Perſon, with all its Appurtenances, is actu- 
ally atriv'd, fully and completely in the 
Room: where We are in the next "oo to 
* Eu b. 

She fits down: if it with en 4 Couch, 
or Squab, tho' the Couch or Squab be five 
Yards" long, her Hoop takes up every Inch 
of it from one end to the other. If up- 
en a Chair ; tis the ſame thing in effect 


only the Hoop is ſuſpended in the air, with- 
out any thing elſe to reſt upon. But now 


enter Two, or Three; or Four more, with 


Cooperage of equal-dimenſia ions, Upon their 
fitting” down too; © Inſequitur fſtridorque, 
ftrepituſque. The Ladies need not check 
at the Latin; they ſhall have it in Engliſs,» 
The Ruffling and Cruſh of Silk and Silver, 
and the Craſh and Cracking of Whale- 
bone, immediately enſues. The Hoops and 
Petticoats, when contracted, and huddled 
up into a Heap, make, if poſſible, a mort 
aw kard and ungainly Show, than when they 
Were free, and 'unconfin'd. They riſe, and 
ſink, into ſuch hideous Wrinkles ; into 
Fug Mountains, and Vallies, into ſuch 2 
B 2 Voaricty 


HS (x2) 
Variety of uneouth, irregular Shapes ; as en- 
Feed all the Deſcriptions of Painting, or 
Poetry. For myſelf, I will not pretend 60 
enter into the Detail, of them but ap- 
peal to the Eyes, and Judgment of all who 
{ce them. It is nevertheleſs to be obſer- 
ved, That Whoever of any Thtee happens 
to ſit in the Middle, has her Hoop on 
each fide trols d up at leaſt a foot higher 
than before: in which Attitude, ſho looks 
or Cabbages, ſitting on horſe - back be⸗ 
tween Two Panniers: only the Higg lar 3 
Pangiers are well enough ſhapd 3 Theſe the 
uglieſt. chat can poſſibly be contriud, or 
imagin's. Such is the exquifite. Taſte.and 
Fu of the Fair Sem in this refind-Age, 

0 fam'd for Eleganey and Politeneſs. - 
DVonſidet next Two, or Three, or Four | 
af them gram'd into a Coach. If I gueſs 
xight at What they endure; I would al- 
moſt as ſoon ride the wooden Hotſe, be 
ty d neck and heels, ſit in the Stocks, or 
in the Pillory, as ſuffer What They 
ſuffer, by being ſo cramp d, ſqueez d, bruis d, 
n nomad mad O! __ this 2 


* 

ral piece of Foppeny 3 for which tog. E- 
very Body laugh 38 them. Bur be That as 
it mays tho They are the , beſt Judges of | 
8 We, I am ſure, can 
beſt judge of What We hee. And what 
do We. ſee Here Why a Woman's Per: 
ticoats half within doors, and half wth: 
out ; ſuch a quantity of Suiffage rurn & out 
into the Street at each windows it being 
impoſſible for the Coach to contain all, 
And was ever Sight more odious and rid. 
culous ? Thus for the Coach, or Chariot, 
| —Asto.the Chair; tho it can receive but 
One at a time, yet in hat both the Con: 
finement, and, Unegfmeſs,. and the ae. 
Singii abſurd Figure, are as bad, * 2 not 
— in the Other. The. 0ap is 
hoiſted to the very Roof of the Chair: 
whether the Glaſlcs are up, or d wN; Von 
ſee nothing on each. de, but Pee 4 
inuverted: tha Mamas is totally, hidden. 
And in. front You ſce bur little of the Face 3 
the Two Wings of the N covering all | 
but, the,” Noſe, and 2. ſmal BF, of the 

e een "rr 
| 5 le A AE LES + Sch But 
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But n now 7 for Publik Aſtmbher. le 
there any Equity, kbar Ove Woman ſhould 
take a much Room as Too or 7. hree 
Men? At the Play boaſer indeed; at Ni- 
dottos, Oratorios, &c. tis no great mat- 
tet how'much Both Sctes are incommoded > 
the woe perhaps, the better. But ought 
it to be lo ar Churth too? Wx, (What⸗ 
ever They may do) come Thirher to ſerve 
G6»; "bit are hinder d from performing 
our Duty as we' ſhould; and as We deſire, 
by the Crowd and Embarafiment of theſe 
ungodly Hoops. We can neither "kneel, 
ſit, nor ſtand, with any tolerable Conve- 
nicnce, for a parcel of * worthleſs Flirts, 
the moſt conſiderable of whom perhaps ex- 
ceeds not the Quality of a Taylors Danugh- 
ter. Fot 1 hope, the Ladies, the real 
Ladies,"the Ladies of rea Quality, do 
not think me ſo unmannerly and ilLbred, 
as to reflect upon Them, either Here, or 
in auy other Patt of this Treatiſe. Doubt- 
les, Whatever They do nit be right; 
W elvis Thy d0 it. But tis well 
known, the Hoops are full as wide in the 


Cty, as at S, Jamess; if not 22 
To 


(15) 
To proceed therefore. One With the ti 
Rübs of her Petticoat daſbes againſt mes 


and almſt breaks my Shins Two, or 
Three more attack me in the Rear; bang 
ing my Hume, and the Calves of my Legs. 
A Man of more Devotion than I pretend 
ro; may be ſomewhat diſturb d init} while 
he is thus buffeted 3 and that by Thoſe 
who, in all appearance, | have no Deus. 
tion 5 but come to Church for an only 
Parpoſc-ts! . * ene and! Them. 
aus. 0 aui Cod ai bun 
But beſides their digg, thus grieuuur to 
Thoſe within the Pews; how many do 
They keep out of them? Suppoſe All, 
both Men and Women, as;wi/ling to come 
to Church, as they ongh,H to be; many 
cant come, unleſs they will ſtand, in the 
Iſles ; being excluded from the Pews by 
theſe Heat heniſb Hoops. I call them Hes. 
theniſbh 5 not that they were ever worn in 
any Haarhen, Nation, but becauſe they tend. 
to Heatheniſin by the Miſchicf they do ta 
Chribaanicy,. For my part, I wonder ho 
the Wearets of them haye the Confidence, 
to-look; gr EVER. Wk another: in the 
71 wen bo e 
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Bae But Ad, which: und to, be the 
molt amiable, and mak difragu;bing. Cha- 
meter af That Sex, gem Now to be as 
much o df Fafliion, as: the Hop is in 
Raſhibn . Te a Queſlion in paſſing 3 
Dich Lau! naver ſoa Hur hadg d in hy 
Abr Hasan, thrown up into. the air half a 
yard! aue tlie Maaner d Heed;: and that 
1 Chgrch too I am ſure, I have and fo, 
* ſuppoſa, have Others . How derent is 
This\\' Bſpecially in the Hauſe of God 3 
and in the Time of Divine Servicet . 
G Haring thus! Galt femerhing; to all the 
Partzewbarss I now, reſume the Hoop in 

gra, Seil it w be- ſaid "Far the Ba 
ion; and That muſt anſwer all Objettions, 
Why; Thats the very Thing I complain 
of} thar the Mole Sex, except à very Few, 
mould be ſo wrong: headed. Ix would: que- 
fnonlef be Fooliſß to find fault with the 
frevailing Mode, merely becauſe it is fo 
er witty the various Aluer ation of it from 
name ta time. But Fu dughe to ati- 
mMorize 1 Dreſs; which outrages Commom 
Senſ®;\confounds 4 Pyopvr tion; and is, 
in the Nature and Reafon of Things, in- 


ebnghuous and immoral. lt 


. certainly 0 up much leſs Time; 
and Pains, and Expence to Boop a Can 
|  compleatly, than to hoop 4 Woman. And 
ſince I have made this Compariſon, which, 
1 hope, is natural enough; I would by all 
means have the Tall and Big Females call'd 
Hag freads ; the Middle: ſtz d, Barrels; and 
the Dwarfiſh,” K/derkins. Of which laſt 
Sort, by the way, there ate not a Few, who 
would be pretty, , were it not for their 
 _ Hoopage. © But as They too muſt needs be 
= ſurrounded with that faſhiohable Incum- 
brance; they frut, and waddle,” like a 
Crow in 2 Cutter, to the great Diver- 
fon of the iI/natur d, and no lets "ow. 
 Cern of the compaſſi onate Spectarors. 

The Tall, in this Habit, arè the moll 
tolerable: yet ſome even of Them you 

ball ſce, who having little” round Faces, 
"being fort to the Wait, long downwards, 
ald wearing a wideeextended Hoop, look 
like a Pair of Kitchen-Tongs ſet a" firad- 
4e and provoke Laughter” ro s high De- 


gree. | N 
W remember, when I was . — 
Y bave not ſeen it, nor any ſuch ane 
39 | | "ot 


tnt. K A gon ( 3), Vini r 1 
t read a. Farce, ritten by. one, JEVON a 


Player, call WJ of @ Wife 
e 22 
iPrincipal,, CharaKters in ih | 5. JOBSON | 
1 Cobler 3 Nh daily uk 32 3 
+leathern Strap, and ca ald = þ oprng ger 
(Barrel. The Realm of the Expreion 
Jconfeſs, L undeerſta rand no | texer it 
means; had the Author ** in theſe Days, 
he could not e "have. sd it: 2 
"cauſe the, Barrel. would hae | been. re 
hoop A4 to bis hands. Fot there is nor, 4 
. Cobter's, Wife, (at leaſt i in 1 London) but \ wears 
a Hoop, 2s well as as the Greateſt pon On 

: "Greet Britain. There is is ſome nſec 

. frooping 4 Barrel; becauſe it holds 27 
Liquor. But the Peſſels,. of which we 
ate ſpeaking ſeem to contain little or no- 
ib ing good in them, for that very Nea- 
_ ſon, becauſe they are ' hoop'a 4. Nes very 
robabl (contrary to the Nature of all o- 
* +) 5 the more D hoop! 4, the 

more leaky they Da 4 
To, ſay the, Truth, (I am avare is 
92 an unmanneriy Truth, but 92 can't boot 


The ; ler Thoſe bear the "Blame, "wh 
ah; 1. 4 
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Ma negeſſam to be ſpoken) in this, 
22 'd, Ae A — 2 Ne Cgarc rd fo. 
Luxury... Ge e Se ee | 
rjnows,: Gamme, Irrel jon {es ; rate 
Love of, 505 Beaſt 1777 Deverſans, al 8 
crgations, the 4 fan very, ad; and per- 
haps the /Fomen worſe. What Exceſs e of 
* Riot do theſe SHE: + BAKES run into, at heir 
 Maſquerades, Nidotros, Oratorios,. Vai aux; 
ell. Ranelagh-Gardens : ; and at Races, 
Balls,  Aﬀemblies,. in almoſt every. 1 large 
Tam. ſixting up all N ht, EINE. 
ing that tis rie Vous, fatigump, : and 1 
ſtruqdive of their r. Health; 5 yet Fs indulge 
ing themſelves in theſe. ſcandalous PtaQtis 
ces? And all This at a Tame, when the 
Hand of God lies 19 upon us, when 
his. Judgments are 2p We out. oP 
ie. 


the N ation bps We are in. | 
voly'd: in 2 moſt deploral expenſiy ve, 
bloody, and. every wherc 7 War; 
at home harraſs'd; to Death With inſu port. 
alle Taxes ; the Decay of Trade, the emp- 
ty Houſes in the City, and the untenanted 
Farms in the County, being evident Proofs, 
TOE whole. Kingdom, in a manner, is 


* 2 ard. 


/ 


( 20 
beggar d and undone. But We c return 0 
the Hoop. © 


5 The Pretty "Miſſes (for Every O One of 


them is pretty, at leaſt in the Opinion of 
One) will, 1 know, be ready to ſay, that 
Tis no matter what is ſaid againſt them by 
ſuch Ol Fellows as Squire BICKERSTABF, 
and Myſelf: For they will of courſe ſup- 
poſe Me to be as old as That Sguire; in 
which, however, they may poſſibly be miſ- 
taken: The 7oung Men, they think, lite 
their Hoops ; and fo all is well. — I an- 
ſwer 1. Truth is Truth; whatever be the 
Ae, or other Circumſtances of Him,” or 


Her, by whom it is ſpoken. 2. If the 


Male Touth approve of this unreaſonable 

Veſtment ; they are as abſurd and wrong- 
headed, as the Female: and let them con- 
fate What I have (aid; if they can. 3. 
1 am well aſſur d, after all, that the Fact is 
not true. If the Fair Ones pleaſe, the 
Toung Gentty fill compliment, and court 
9275 there is a certain Relation between 

c 575 Foxes, as ſuch, which will ever 
be the Support of Thur: büt This is not 
Fefe wer Put. but norwithſtand. 


ing 


EX 


=” 


ing their Hoops. 1 never heard one Man, , 
of what Age ſoever, ſpeak a Word in fa- 
vour of this Garb; but. many Men, and? 
ſome. Women, ſpeak very much againſt it. 
Young Men will certainly like. Young Wo- 
men, even tho they wear Hoops, but would 
like them better if they wore none. s 
What then? Ought the H. 00p to be 
wholely diſcarded? I heartily wiſh it were: 
for tis Sad enough at beſt. However, my 
Invective has all along been leveld not a- 
gainſt auy, but againſt ſo much Hoop; a- 
gainſt the inſufferable Bulk of it, as the Fa- 
ſhion nom is, and has been for about theſe 
Two Tears. Some few Ladies even now 
¶ peak it to their honour) carry a Circum- 
ference of a moderate Compals : let the 
reſt of the Hoops at preſent be conform'd 
to Tbbeſe and who knows but in time 
We may get rid of them all? . 
In the mean while; Is it abſolutely neceſ⸗ 
ane that All who are in the Faſhion, 
ſhould. be at the Tap of it? at the Top of 
the Faſbion, when they are at, or very near 
the Bottom in Rank and Fortune ? 1s it 


ſit, * r lat Gnu s, Or any 
ena © oittbect - Tradelman's 


a 


e tlic fime cler — 
and audacious! ; "Pray, keep y ur he pope. | 


Miſtreſs, and Ktiow your" Bettets. 


| », To be more Serious. Thoſe of the I. 
Fe Sort, who will needs be at the 


Top. of the Faſhion, and wear their Hoops 


as wide a8 Ladies & the higheſt Quality, 
are contempridle * Fhings ; atid are, accord? 


ingly, by All, "who have "ay Judgment, 
deſpiv. *Do"they think, thar if 


they wore mach 1 . 


TT 


I wean; even by th 


res 
Sex, ot of heir vπατtbů . not, ix 


they have the leaſt — know 
the 


pre 

5 7 . Conte andy 
e as müch as a” Dutch 

4 a Coun reſo . — and all other 2e. 


"D 


(8) 
0 "The rhjbeuby 2 Would One Angle Perſon 
Alle cheat upön hat Account. W. onld 
nde All ke them much better?! k 
ITbe Same (that L ay here mäke a ſhort, 
WO very ataral, 'Dijge don, if it may in 
truth be Glrd Jo) is te be ld of Enxury 
in general Early, Fay, Bxitybuagunce, 
and Prouiguliry of All Hude. TWhictra- 
lone, werelthiere no other deudly Symprom, 
"as there are 4 Hundred, would be ſufficient 
"to ſhtw (withour"a ſpeedy Chunge of our 
Manners) the apptbachifiglurter Ruin of 
this miſcrable infatuated Nation. Bvery 
day poorer" and poorer Every day \prouder 
Aud prouder! Every day leſFund leſs coming 
in] Every day ore and mor going *out.! 
Is Bot This 4 hopeful Proſpect : A Per- 

ſion, ſuppoſe in uch, or ſuch k Condition, 
*ihd? State of Life, Wight vt comfortably 
and Hani ſomly; at the Expence of ſuch, or 
dich 2 Summ ger Hum. Thoſe of the 
lame Statio di about Förty Years age, 

Wear England Was muck rarer than it is 

at preſent: and Cloaths} und Proviſions, 
and other Conveniences, are very little; if 
"a all, dearct New, chan they were Then, 
| The 


. 
The only Difference is the Faſbion, and 
May ef living: that is, in plain Engliſh, 
the World is more extravagant, and luxuri- 
ous in Theſe Days, than it was in Thoſe. 
However, that we may not be r/gorous, and 
'ſevere, we will allow the Gentleman to be 
n the Faſhion: He ſhall ſpend one Third 
- more. // But This, He ſays, will not doe : 
Ile muſt ſpend Twice as much; and that 
Whether he has it, or no. Why? Becauſe 
He muſt be, not only in the Faſhion, but 
at the very Top of the Faſhion; that is, 
to ſay, He muſt be as fooliſh, and vicious, 
as Any of Thoſe among whom he con- 
verſes. I ask him; Might he not make 46 
Sead an Appearance as the Beſt of them, 
and a much better too; might he not be 
reſpected, loy'd, and honour d by them; 
would He (cho They do not) temper his 
' » Genereſity with ſome Human Prudence, 
and Chriſtian Religion? It is moſt certain, 
He might. What He calls Neceſſaries are 
made ſo merely by corrupt Cuſtom, Folly, 
and Vice; being in truth, not Neceſſarzes, 
but ſhameful Superfluities., I need ſay no 


more of This: tis exactly the Caſe of Ju- 
or EY feriour 


( 23 ) 
feriour Females in the Sig of their Hoops. 
"Tis inexcuſable in Them to wear ſuch large 
ones: and they would be in the Faſvion, 
and reproach'd by No-boay, if they wore 
much leſs, 

My Readers, both Male, and Female, 1 
have obſervd, that I have been ſometimes 
ocular, and ſometimes ſerious upon this 
Subject; the Nature of it being ſuch, that 
it could not well be handled otherwiſe. 
Tho all along, when I moſt ſtem to trifle, 
I am (God knows) very much in earneſt ; 
when 1 appear to be merry, I am 

really ſad; laughing on one ſide of my 
Face, and crying on the other. I ſhall now, 
at the Concluſion, be quite ſerious; not 
doubting but (as bad as the World is) soE 
Ladies, MANY, I hope, have ſtill a Senſe of 
Religion, and of their Duty. An ancient, 
grave, learned, and eminent Divine has 
been conſulted upon this Occaſion: and 
will give You his Anſwer in his own Words. 

I am far from making Things unlaw- 
ful. which are in themſelves indifferent ; 
far from condemning all ine Cloaths, or 

* Gayety in Dreſs tho Here it muſt be. 
ever conſidered, that the Danger is much 
greater on the exceſſive ſide, than on the 


D . *©* defeftive. 


26 
c defective. \ Fs . 7M to the part 15 
© cular Garment, as it is defcrib'd in the 
* Caſe propos d, and as (to my great Grict) 
- © I have often ſeen it myſelf; 
© I am of Opinion, 
That the Uſe of it is ſinful, and a. 
© Juſtifiable. Fi 
* Becauſe 
J. It is contraty to the Law of Nea- 

* ſon, and Nature: upon the account of 
its monſtrous, unnatural Diſproportion; 
© its abſurd and foaliſb Eæpenſtueneſs; its 
great Inconuenience both to the Wearers 
. . and to all Thoſe who are 

near them. 

„. . of God ; 
© as being inconſiſtent with the Modeſty, 
* Sobriety, and Humility, of the Chriſtian 
* Religion. It is; if not the Luſt of the 
* Fleſh, yet certainly the Luft of the Eye, 
and the Pride of Life: It is following, 

* and being led by the Pomps, and Vani- 
ties of this withed World; which we 

© renounc'd at our Baptiſm. 

If it be ſaid, that This argues as Agi 
© againſt a// fine Cloaths, and Gayety in 
© Dreſs; ſomething of which I have My- 

< ſelf 


* ſelf allow'd: I anſwer, I have lader 41. 


EIS 


low d ſomething of that Kind, but not 
* ſo much as This; not That which is IN 


Cl ITSELF exorbitant, and enormous, and 


© worn in defiance of Common & euſe ; on- 
iy for the gratification of Vanity and 5 
Pride. 


— Need I add more in ſo plain 


© a Caſe? Conſider the Genius, Spirit, and 
© Temper of the Chriſtian Religion, as re- 


7 


A 


A 


c 


| + preſented in the · New: Teftament, from 
the Beginning to the End. Read The” 


* Whole Duty of Man, The Lady's Call. 
ing. Biſhop TarLoxs Holy Living, and 
many other excellent Treatiſes of Chri- 
ſtian Morality, written by our beſt Di- 
vines: 

As foie its being zhe Faſtion ; the plairi 
Anſwer is, We muſt not be conformed 
to this Waorld,. meaning its C wſtoms, 
which are in themſelves criminal. 


We muſt ſave ourſelves from an un- 
toward Generation : —— And not fol. 


low a Multitude to do Evil. It is, and 
ever was, the Faſhion togo to Hell, by 
all the innumerable Ways that lead thi- 
ther. But ſure He, or He, muſt be more 
than mad, who ſhall chuſe to go hither, 


* for That, or for any other Reaſon. - 
| Y 
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